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neW !!� moVing deVotions With busPa
The devotions and poetry on this CD come from a 
selection of devotions used on tours as we started out 
each morning, particularly the BCA tours. “The thoughts 
are those gathered over time as the Lord led me 
through the journey of living”– Buspa

bca 226 $25.00

“real australia” greeting cards
Blank inside for your own greeting or personal note. 
Post Office preferred size. Single pack of 6 different 
cards with envelopes featuring Australian scenes. 

bca 009 Pack of 6 cards with envelopes   $7.70
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the global nature of life is all about us. 

rural and remote australians not only 

have to deal with the vagaries of local 

conditions, weather, markets and supply 

chains but also world market forces in 

agriculture or mining which effect their 

wellbeing today and for the future.

Those born before 1985 are ‘migrants’ 

when it comes to the World Wide Web 

and some struggle to make the cultural 

adaptation. Others have taken to it like 

‘ducks to water’, and can’t imagine how 

business ever happened effectively in the 

old days. Of course those born after 1985 

have never known anything different; they 

are true ‘natives’ in this ‘dot com’ world. 

Many parts of BCA’s ‘older’ fields are now 

adapting to today’s technology. 

Read the articles in this edition; you 

will notice that the Society is continuing 

to remake itself, to be a Society of active 

agents on the cutting edge of need in 

today’s world. You will notice that the 

Society places more and more of its 

ministry personnel at the ‘sustainable’ 

rather than the ‘prop up’ end of the scale 

when it comes to ministry delivery.

 Through 

the huge 

leap in com-

munications 

worldwide I 

can report that 

posted in an internet café in West Africa is 

the following:

‘If your vision is for a year –plant wheat
If your vision is for 10 years –plant trees
If your vision is for a lifetime- plant people’

BCA is about planting people to bring 

about eternal kingdom changes in others.

Yes! it has a plan for 2007, it is 

addressing the current drought; and it 

has strategies for following years; but real 

vision is about eternal lifetimes. That’s why 

it is so important to send and have people 

firmly planted in prayer in the fields of 

need. That’s what is in this issue.

Enjoy the read; seek Australians for 

Christ.

BriAN roBerTs 
National Director

Editorial

‘If your vision is for a year–plant wheat

 If your vision is for 10 years–plant trees

  If your vision is for a lifetime–plant people’
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bca & church army together on “gap” 

 Global Gap Year is a one-year course for 

Christian 18-22 year-olds who desire to 

live as extraordinary disciples of Jesus 

Christ. Designed to equip young people as 

missionaries to their own culture, Global 

Gap Year provides intensive training 

in a front-line mission context, firstly 

in Australia and then in a five month 

placement in one of a range of contexts 

throughout the English-speaking world. 

In 2008, BCA and the Church Army plan 

to launch an Indigenous Gap Year, located 

in a region with a significant indigenous 

population. In preparation, we hope to 

include two young indigenous Australians 

in our 2007 Global Gap Year programme in 

the Blue Mountains. They will undergo three 

months training with about 20 other young 

people. Then, they’ll be placed in a Church 

Army mission base, perhaps in suburban 

Sydney, perhaps in Africa or maybe in 

the UK, working alongside seasoned 

missionaries, helping reach 

people for Christ.

Upon return, they’ll 

experience a two-week 

debrief, where they’ll work 

through their life direction and calling. Our 

goal is that participants will gain a new 

perspective on their own culture – able to 

appreciate it as an insider while seeing the 

gospel possibilities with fresh eyes. 

In 2008/2009 BCA and Church Army 

will jointly pilot an Indigenous Outback 

Gap Year Programme, which will be based 

out of BCA House in Broken Hill. BCA seeks 

your prayerful and financial support for 

this project that will see young Indigenous 

missionaries’ discipling their own people in 

the love and grace of Jesus Christ. 

TiM scheUer
National Director

Church Army in Australia

BCA will provide a $5,000 scholarship for one young 

person to join the 2007 Gap programme

What do the following have in common 

with the ministry and mission of bca? 

Light planes, a tiger snake, police launch, 

glue & glitter, the Letter to The Hebrews, 

Friday night at the pub, Baptism requests, 

4WD, Scottish dancing, praying, green 

tea and Boags, shorn sheep, marriage 

preparation, school bus run, BCA Supporters 

visit, walking on the beach, suicide, 

pelicans, praising God acapella, waving, 

Parish Council meetings, laughing and 

crying, Church Fair, Church Dinner, local 

Show, graveside Service, empty water-tank, 

Remembrance Day at the Area School, 

indigenous communities, RFDS Concert, 

Lord’s Supper, celebrating, remembering and 

blessing seafarers, wining and dining, chats 

and questions, and meeting the young and 

old. What is this all about?

Living and Ministering as Chaplain on The 

The Flying Chick  

Sponsor Something Extraordinary 

Tim Scheuer
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Furneaux Islands in Bass Strait, Tasmania.

Hello to you all, I’m Helen Chick and I 

minister as Chaplain on the Furneaux 

Islands in Bass Strait, Tasmania. These are 

just a few snapshots of my first 8 weeks 

here with the communities of The Furneaux 

Group. A group comprised of 52 islands, 

with only two inhabited full-time, and a 

population of 1,000. 

When “on island”, I live in the Rectory at 

Whitemark, on the Flinders Island, the 

largest of the group. There are two main 

centres, Whitemark and Lady Barron on 

Flinders Island and The Corner on Cape 

Barren Island. 

I’m settling in well and have been made 

so very welcome. As I journey with these 

special people, I continue to be passionate 

about teaching, preaching and enacting 

God’s Word, focusing on intentional 

pastoral care and equipping locals towards 

a more mature and healthy church 

transforming life.

We ask for your ongoing prayers and 

support, as we live as the missionary 

disciples of Jesus here in this beautiful 

and unique place, where lack of rain is a 

growing heartache for the communities.

I already have been dubbed The Flying 

Chick, The Vicar, a Bar-fly and a People 

Farmer! I quite like being known as The 

Flying Chick, as flying has become a big 

part of life, with 30% of my time devoted 

to the Chaplaincy to the Furneaux Islands 

and the other 70% devoted to the shared 

ministry in the Parish of Dorset, Tasmania. 

Please pray for me as I begin my double-

life God-adventures between these two 

beautiful communities, nurturing them and 

growing our faith together.

heleN chick
Editors Note : With the change in ministry pattern on 

the Furneaux, 70% of the funds previously allocated, 

have been freed up and made it possible for David 

Rodgers-Smith to be appointed as the Ministry 

Development Officer -Bible Ministry, to rural areas in 

the north of Tasmania.

Helen - the “Flying Chick”
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life in australia is changing and will 

change further.

In times of hi flux it is important to 

ensure one’s bearings are secure. 

Foundations are important.

BCA has two foundational areas to con-

sider: The ministry 

building bricks that 

make it what it is (the 

guiding principle of 

its leaders) and the 

missional imperatives 

of the scriptures.

One phrase from the 

pen of Kirkby, (the 

first BCA Organising 

Missioner), and ech-

oed by nearly all who 

have held that lead-

ership position since, 

highlights that it is 

not what you seek to 

do that matters as 

much as the qual-

ity and effective-

ness of those who 

are sent. Kirkby’s words1 ; “The Gospel is 

not furthered by pious ninnies.”, focused 

on the primal qualification for ministry 

being that of a personal spiritual awak-

ening. In short “a personal experience of 

Christ as redeeming saviour and indwell-

ing friend” - the Grace of God at work. 

This coupled with “‘real red-blooded’ 

men and women of character and pow-

ers of leadership” led Kirkby to coin the 

phrase that those sent need to be people 

of ‘Grace, Grit and Gumption”.

For Kirkby appropriate training and good 

ministry formation gave a functional 

edge - the ‘Grit’ - that cut to the heart 

of the matter. As also was the ability to 

relate to, understand and get on with 

ministry, with 

local people - the 

‘Gumption’ - the 

resourcefulness to 

gain an audience.

Today we would 

speak about being 

inculturated or 

contextualising 

the ministry, or 

expressing the 

Gospel so that a 

particular group 

of people might 

understand it, 

respond to it and 

find it relevant and 

transforming in 

their own lives. 

When the Society 

coined the motto ‘Australia for Christ’ 

in 1919, it was doing more than just 

seeing a geographical adjustment to 

the Colonial and Continental Church 

Society’s (CCCS) motto ‘Empire for 

Christ’; it was seeking to see the Gospel 

do its transforming work in the lives of 

everyday Australians.

Yes the Gospel does transform! For the 

first effect of the Gospel is the  

forgiveness of sins. This is a fundamental 

Foundations

In Kirky’s account is found his phrase  
“Grace, Grit & Gumption” 
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change of status with God which chang-

es the way life is lived.

In a recent, well received, book on pat-

terns for theology and mission2,  the rich 

and compelling nature of the Gospel is 

highlighted. It notes that reducing the 

Gospel to a set of prefab formulations, 

unpacked for all situations, runs counter 

to the New Testament and the nature of 

effective Christian 

mission.

The aim should be to 

offer people ‘a fresh 

and fitting articula-

tion of the Good 

News’ 3.

BCA’s mission 

endeavour must 

not only be shaped 

by what the New Testament says about 

God’s saving action in the world by Jesus 

Christ - the message, but also by what 

it does -the process. Not in some cookie 

cutter fashion, copying the contextualis-

ing ways of the apostles, because their 

social and cultural circumstances were 

very different from rural and remote 

Australia in 2007. Hence the New 

Testament ways of ‘doing’ the gospel 

function in an analogous and exemplary 

sense.

There is a delightful diversity in the New 

Testament, yet all point to the trans-

forming story of God’s self-giving love 

in Christ. “The Gospel is too pregnant 

with meaning to be confined to a single 

set of terms, or images, or to one way of 

telling the story”4.  The four Gospels are 

four different versions of this story, each 

with a different target audience. The 

Acts record the retelling of the story as 

it crosses new social and cultural divides. 

The other writers interpret and expand 

the Gospel story, drawing out implica-

tions for different audiences in different 

contexts.

Each first century 

Christian writer 

was keen to have 

‘a word on target’ 

for their audience. 

This was Kirkby’s 

desire for all he 

commissioned to 

‘the harder work 

of ministry in 

remote and isolated areas.’

Kirkby said to have ‘Grace Grit and 

Gumption’ was foundational. Today’s 

mission agents might well say that the 

Gospel story is multi-textured and must 

be told and lived out in flexible forms as 

it engages new contexts’5.

The goal is the same. The saving mes-

sage of Jesus must be understood 

and embodied if it is to transform 

Australians. This is foundational for BCA.

NATioNAl DirecTor 
1 Kirkby SJ “These First Ten Years” p19

2  Flemming Dean “Contextualisation in the New 

Testament” IVP 2005 

3 Flemming p296

4 Flemming p297

5 Flemming p297

Telling the Gospel
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 We have been at ‘‘the hill’’ about eleven 

months and we are just starting to feel at 

home. 

During this time we have met some 

wonderful people coming from a very 

broad spectrum of areas within Australia. 

BCA House has, at times, been a real 

height of excitement with young and not 

so young people sharing together around 

the table in this beautiful home. We hear 

and share in the laughter, the chatting 

and the fellowship. As we reflect we feel 

blessed to have met with people open to 

accept, understand and care for others. As 

we settled in, Ron felt a need to make the 

garden as ‘nice’ as possible so that when 

people come they can sit in the garden, 

see the grass and ‘smell the roses.’ We are 

also able to sit with others and share the 

Love of Jesus, listen to their story hoping to 

reassure them that Christ is on their side. 

As we travel, as we meet, as we listen 

and as we share - prayer is a large part of 

everyone’s lives. So, why should we pray? 

Because God answers prayer! The Bible tells 

us that prayer is a powerful and effective 

tool and that if we will pray, God will hear 

our prayers, heal the sick, and forgive our 

sins. Remember the five W’s of prayer. 

Who? Anyone. What? Anything. When? 

Anytime. Where? Anywhere. Why? Because 

God answers prayer.

A recent and joyous answer to prayer for 

us has been the visit of an excellent group 

of Nomads to “The Hill” to use their gifts. 

They travelled from West Pennant Hills, 

NSW, to help out in the small community of 

Menindee. 

The Nomads just being here has been 

a witness to the locals who asked, “Why 

are they here?” and the answer, “To help 

out where needed, to share their gifts and 

tell people of the love of Jesus.” Love to a 

community shown not only in words but 

also in action.

They cleaned, repaired, renewed and 

restored. We all laughed, fellowshipped and 

shared with each other. What a witness 

to the congregation of the West Darling, 

but more than that, what an exceptional 

witness to the local community of seeing 

Jesus in the heart of His people.

roN & crysTAl spiNDler
Capts Ron & Crystal Spindler have been ministers in the 

Parish of West Darling since early 2006

Smell The Roses But Pray Without Ceasing  
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this has been the experience of the 

heathcote/axedale Parish, Victoria over 

recent times. let me outline some of our 

blessings.

A visit by a mission team of Christian 

Union students from the Deacon Campus 

in Camberwell, Melbourne early December 

2006. These beautiful, energetic youngsters 

led by Brad Johnson, stayed for five days 

- encouraged us and led us in programmes 

across the age range.

We have been supported by two link 

parishes - St Matthew’s Endeavour Hills 

and St Michael & St Luke, Dandenong 

North. These parishes have prayed for 

and supported us in many wonderful 

ways. Nancy, myself and two parishioners 

were warmly welcomed at Dandenong 

one Sunday morning where we shared, 

fellowshipped together and exchanged 

ways that we can mutually support and 

encourage one another’s ministries. The 

Endeavour Hills Parish put together 41 

shoe boxes of goodies for kids ranging 

in age from 3 to 14, who because of the 

drought and other reasons this year, would 

not have had such a wonderful Christmas. 

The evening youth service also raised an 

incredible cash donation for us to use 

against the effects of the drought within 

the district.

The Heidelberg BCA Auxiliary skillfully 

and creatively put together a number of 

“pamper” parcels for men and women. 

These too were much appreciated by those 

who received them. The Parish of Greythorn 

also sent us a cheque for a very generous 

amount to be used in a similar fashion. 

It is hoped that in 2007 Greythorn and 

Blessed Indeed

Continued over
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Templestowe Parishes and Heathcote will 

become prayer partners as we seek to share 

the Gospel of Christ within our respective 

communities.

Bridging the gap between the old and 

the new year saw five members of the 

Waitara Parish in Sydney come to stay 

and share the gospel for five days. At both 

Heathcote and Axedale they led children’s 

programmes, bible study on prayer, mission 

talks and the learning of new worship songs 

along with BBQs and picnics. We were 

also greatly blessed by having two lots of 

Nomads call in while passing through this 

very dry but beautiful part of Oz - Frank 

and Pauline Norton and Ian and Judy Neal. 

What a buzz the Parish has received 

from all this love and support. The love of 

God in action. What a joy it gives us to be 

able to share this love with others. So often 

Heathcote has been looked down upon, 

with little sign of life or growth. Praise 

God for the things that He is doing here 

and Praise God for your part in helping His 

mission develop and grow.

iAN cUTlAck
Ian and Nancy have been supported BCA 
Field Staff in the Diocese of Bendigo since 
July 2005.

malcolm and marjorie beard have been 

bca nomads since 2001. they have 

worked for bca staff across australia, 

from nungalinya college in darwin to 

latrobe in tasmania. last year they visited 

and helped revd mark and sandra evans 

in the Parish of Kangaroo island.

They worked in the garden at the 

Kingscote Church and Rectory, cleaning 

up and mulching. They experienced the 

frustrations of life in isolated areas too. Two 

repair jobs that they were keen to undertake 

could not be completed because the wrong 

parts had been sent from the mainland. 

MAx Boyley

Kangaroo Island Visit

REMINDER 

Did you intend to return any of the
special coupons from this edition of

The Real Australian to your  
Regional Office?

Marjorie�Beard�gingerly�feeds�the�mulcher



the top 10 suggestions for members of a 

congregation 

1.  Seek to be aware of the needs of others. 

Pray for those in need. Look for practical 

ways of being helpful to those in need.

2.  See a new relevance in such liturgies 

as harvest festival, blessing of the seed, 

blessing of the plough, blessing of the 

feast, blessing of the dairy herd etc. These 

‘celebrations’ may have a special place in 

a community experiencing any form of 

rural crisis. Through liturgies look to God 

for new life and blessing.

3.  Learn from the faith and experience of 

people who have been through rural 

crises before - it is not the first time.

4.  Check whether you have any resources to 

share personally or as a congregation.

5.  Hold a congregational ‘think tank’ to pray 

and plan some responses, solutions and 

actions.

6.  Provide some ‘free of charge’ relief ….. a 

parish concert, dance etc.

7.  Work together with congregations of 

other churches seeking to care for those 

in crisis.

8.  Take on some of the duties usually 

performed by your minister to free them 

up for additional pastoral ministry.

9.  Support the local traders and encourage 

others to do so.

10.  Think of ways the congregation can be 

involved in advocacy on behalf of those 

in need.

the top 10 suggestions for helping a 

neighbour in crisis

1.  Make contact with those you know to be 

in ‘need of a neighbour’.

2.  Be a listener.

3.  Be sensitive. Try to understand the 

feelings involved. Having someone who 

tries to understand is ever so important.

4.  You may not be able to solve the problem 

causing the crisis for your neighbour, 

but can you think of someone else who 

may be able to help. Be careful how you 

suggest others might help.

5.  Give whatever help you can.

6.  Encourage hope with sensitivity.

7.  Give your neighbour your prayer support.

8.  Is there anything your local congregation 

can do to help?

9.  Be aware of the effects of rural crisis on 

each member of a family.

10.  Follow up on people.

GreG JoNes 
Regional Officer Vic/Tas

Caring In A Time Of Drought Or CrisisKangaroo Island Visit

REMINDER 

Did you intend to return any of the
special coupons from this edition of

The Real Australian to your  
Regional Office?

11THE REAL AUSTRALIAN
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i was feeling excited, nervous and a little 

emotional as i drove the last couple of 

kilometres into lightning ridge after a 

long but pleasant journey from corrimal, 

near Wollongong. ten weeks earlier, the 

lord had prompted me to undertake a 

short term ministry in the ridge!

As I was preparing to pack up and travel 

back south after my month’s stay, what 

were my feelings? Yes, it would be great 

to be back in my own home at Corrimal, 

and among my church family who have 

been prayerfully caring and supportive. My 

emotions rose as I had to say ‘goodbye’ to 

the new church family I had become part 

of. The locals are used to people coming 

for a month or two or six, and then going 

back to where they’ve come from until next 

time. But maybe all who come like this feel 

torn, and have a desire to stay longer.

I had been shown so much acceptance 

and love - the Maude family made me part 

of their family, as did Sue and Ian, with 

whom I stayed. I also had a night or two 

with other church families, and always that 

Christian hospitality and fellowship shone 

through.

I went down a working mine, visited 

the tourist spots, saw a different 

landscape, and spent plenty of time on 

mine campsites. But it’s the Christian 

community who touched me the most. 

Wonderful, growing people, some whose 

lives have been completely turned around 

and transformed by God’s grace and saving 

power. The desire of people to travel 50, 

70kms or more on a Sunday to spend time 

in worship, teaching and fellowship. The 

desire people have to promote the love 

of God to their community in a variety of 

ways and the simplicity of lifestyle as they 

seek to follow God’s way.

What did I do there? Not a lot, in my 

estimation. I helped in the church office; 

I visited people, took part in Bible Studies 

and shared my life in as many ways as I 

could. I was privileged when a team from 

St David’s, Forestville, arrived for a mission, 

and to be part of that. I’d like to think I’ve 

been the person God wants me to be and, 

Journey to Lightning Ridge  

Joyce�Alchin�
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by my sharing and giving of myself, that I 

have brought glory to my Lord and Saviour. 

But it’s what God has taught me that 

is the most obvious to me. I’ve learnt that 

God will use anyone who is willing to offer 

to be available to Him. I’ve learnt that in 

every community there are people whose 

lives radiate the love of Jesus. I’ve learnt 

that it is not difficult to speak openly about 

one’s faith in a wonderful God or to open 

one’s home and show hospitality in His 

name. I’ve learnt to trust God as I’ve moved 

out of my comfort zone when He asks me 

to, knowing that I will be truly blessed by 

doing so.

So I’m thankful to a great and mighty 

God who has brought me on this journey, 

to BCA for installing me as Nomad 112 

and for my Bulli church family and their 

support. I’m also thankful to the Lightning 

Ridge Community Church for allowing 

me to be part of their Church family for a 

short time.

Joyce AlchiN 
Enquiries about becoming a BCA Nomad are always 

welcome. Editor

ARC Project Update

Joyce�with�Rick�and�Danielle
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“arc”, “bca”, “transition teams”, “iim” 

- what is it all about? arc is the anglican 

rural community development Project, 

which involves the Parish of brighton 

with its three centres and the Parish of 

southern midlands with its nine centres.

Bush Church Aid has entered into a 

partnership with the Diocese of Tasmania as 

the project sponsors.

IIM, the Intentional Interim Ministry, is 

the tool being used to help focus and define 

the project. It is intentional because it is 

directive in examining how to bring about 

the changes needed to have sustainable 

ministry in the rural communities of 

Bothwell, Kempton/Bagdad, Oatlands 

and Brighton districts. It is interim as the 

current arrangements of ministry will not 

exist after the project ends.

Like all projects it has a start and an 

end point. In this case August 2005 to July 

2008. Like all projects it has a Manager, 

Revd Bob Witten the Project Priest, who is 

planning and overseeing the project.

The strategy is to bring about change 

through Transition Teams. In this project 

there are four, one for each district. These 

teams have 5 tasks:

• Coming to terms with history
•  Examining leadership and decision 

making concerns
• Rethinking denominational linkage
• Clarifying the congregations’ identities
•  Committing to new leadership and the 

future
All except Oatlands have completed 

the first task and reported back to 

ARC Project Update
Brilliant stars to light the night sky, silver 
moon bright glowing too,
sunshine hot and overwhelming, sunsets 
bringing golden hue,
grey and dying, thirsty landscape asking, 
‘will it ever rain?
Shady trees and flowers and song birds 
saying, ‘Yes, it will again.’
Opals hiding - black, illusive, rainbow 
colours calling men
to dig deep, work hard, be hopeful, for they 
never know just when
they might make that promised fortune 
- but so many only find
disappointment, hurt and longing in their 
heart and in their mind.
Some will hear the call of Jesus, choose the 
treasures he can give,
find that life can have a purpose, that his 
way’s the best to live.
And they’ll celebrate their good news, seek 
with all who’ll hear to share
the great saving pow’r of Jesus - of his love 
and of his care.
They’ll still work and seek the opal; they’ll 
still work at what they can,
but they know their lives have treasure that 
is set in God’s great plan.
And they know there is a heaven where the 
streets are paved with gold -
that it’s there they’ll find the riches that 
their God has long foretold.

Joyce AlchiN

Treaure–a poem
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their congregations. As a result, the 

congregations have begun to recognise 

the need for change. The ‘how’ of change 

remains the challenge to be explored.

Some of the changes so far have been:

Bagdad adults will join Pontville for 

Sunday worship and the midweek Kids 

Church will be Bagdad’s focus. Brighton 

will license their lay readers/preachers and 

build up further worship teams in each of 

their three centres.

All centres are realising the need to 

refocus away from bricks and mortar to 

the church as people. For some churches 

in the Southern Midlands it means 

deconsecration, others are rethinking 

service times or joining with the Uniting 

Church worship on non- Anglican Sundays.

Like all projects there are frustrations, 

especially when the Project Priest struggles 

to juggle the normal parish duties and 

work on the project. The result is often a 

need to compromise the pastoral role, to let 

outreach opportunities slip by or delegate 

them to others. It requires dedication to 

not let the “squeaky” wheel of everyday 

ministry crowd out the project so it fails to 

meet its goals. 

We need and appreciate your prayer 

support to continue our progress, 

remembering that it is God’s work where 

all things are possible so that change can 

happen with a minimum of hurt and a 

maximum of growth.

BoB WiTTeN
Bob and Sue have previously served with 
BCA at Quilpie in Western Queensland and 
in the Furneaux Group, Tasmania.

ARC Project Update

Stamp sales
The Society receives approx. $3,500 pa from the sale of used, trimmed, 
postage stamps. Individual stamps are sold in bulk - either Australian or 

Overseas; albums are sold to private buyers or at auction.
Of most value to the Society are unused stamps as they can be sold  

at face value.
Thank you to all those who contribute in this way!
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Families Tag-a-long 
october 2006: 15 families (28 adults and 

26 kids), gathered at narromine, 40kms 

west of dubbo nsW, for a 4Wd camping 

holiday, to the West darling Parish, nsW. 

It was the first time in the Outback for 

some and for others it was an opportunity 

to experience God’s creation, enjoy Christian 

fellowship and to meet with BCA Field Staff 

Captains Ron & Crystal Spindler.

The trip was organised by Matthew Wilson 

of ‘Life Beyond Tours’ and his dad Don.

The families were from Richmond and 

Kurrajong Anglican Churches with a few 

from Wilberforce, Windsor and Springwood. 

Some of the group had camper trailers and 

for the rest it was tents or swags - what 

fun! From the outset there was an air of 

excitement and wonder of what we would 

see of God’s hand in our adventure.

Our devotions each day, taken by ‘Mr Don’, 

were on ‘Family on the move…a journey 

of Faith’, which looked at some of our 

ancestors - Abraham, Moses and others. 

The first, on Abraham, looked at God’s 

provision, (the Lamb of God) and we were 

soon to experience God’s provision. For 

instance, the beautiful campsite at Tilpa 

by the depleted Darling River; friendly, 

co-operative repairs to flat tyres along 

the road; and at Laurelvale Station, an 

introduction to Darren, his shearing shed 

and his family’s six year struggle with 

the drought. At White Cliffs some of the 

group went underground for the night to 

experience what is for many in White Cliffs, 

SUPPORT BCA IN YOUR WILL
Make your money work for the Gospel when you have entered the kingdom.  

Many lives continue to grow towards Jesus through the faithful departed 
friends of BcA

For More iNForMATioN oN MAkiNG A BcA BeQUesT coNTAcT yoUr reGioNAl 

oFFice or coMpleTe The ForM iNsiDe The BAck coVer.
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living in a cave!

We all camped at Mutawintji National Park 

and were fascinated to learn from our 

Aboriginal guide Fiona Bates, the similarity 

of the Bible with the Aboriginal dreamtime 

story of creation.

 In Broken Hill we enjoyed the comfort 

of BCA House and heard from Ron & 

Crystal about their ministry in the Outback. 

Our city concept of Parish ministry was 

certainly challenged! Reta Elliott, a long 

time supporter of BCA, took us on a tour 

of the Royal Flying Doctor Base. The group 

then had a day to chill out in Broken Hill, 

and Paul and his kids went interstate to 

South Australia for lunch!

Ailsa Jackson at Menindee arranged a 

banquet and we were again challenged 

by the isolation of Christians in the Bush. 

Some of our group saw first hand the 

work of BCA Nomads. Our Campsite and 

happy hour by the mighty Darling River is a 

memory many will treasure.

Our nine day trip concluded with a 

Chinese meal at the Hillston Club and a 

Thanksgiving Service on Sunday with the 

Hillston congregation and BCA Nomads 

John and Marion from Port Hedland in 

Western Australia.

We saw and experienced God’s great 

provision, we were spiritually moved as we 

journeyed in faith and we thanked God for 

his faithfulness and the ministry of BCA. 

It was a great introduction to the Outback 

and most want to do it again. A few are 

contemplating how they can be part of 

BCA ministry in the future.

DoN WilsoN
Don and Helen served with BCA in the West 
Darling 1993-1997 and have undertaken 
many BCA locum placements since.
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Post & Rails
WelcoMe
martin drevikovsky Martin joins the 

Finance & Property Sub-Committee and 

will bring skills in the legal and business 

areas to the Committee. Martin is married 

to Gayle, a school teacher and their home 

church is St. Aidan’s, Hurstville Grove.

dale and rachel barclay with Samuel, 

Joseph, Eden & Talitha are to take up a new 

position with BCA in the Parish of Sunraysia 

South near Mildura, Victoria for more 

details see page 17 in the prayer notes 

booklet

chris thiele, Beaconsfield Tasmania, has 

been in the news a fair bit in the last year 

but not the quiet work, out of the camera’s 

gaze, of Chris Thiele. Chris spent almost 

every day during the height of the mining 

disaster with the people of Beaconsfield. 

His service has been acknowledged by 

the AWU with life membership and now 

he is heading up a ministry in the town 

and surrounding region seeking to find a 

sustainable expression of church for the 

coming years as the local minister with the 

support of BCA. See page 29 in the prayer 

notes for more information.

neville & Kathryn naden with their 3 

children Jamie, Nathaniel & Jonathan have 

recently moved from ministry in Sydney’s 

west to Broken Hill to provide a supportive 

indigenous ministry within the local scene. 

The position is a joint project of the Church 

Army , Uniting Church and BCA. See page 

11 in the prayer notes for more details.

michael & alison stuart with William 

and Elliott are heading back east for 4 

years. Michael will take up a new position 

Chris Thiele

Martin Drevikovsky

The Barclays
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of Development Officer in the NSW and 

National offices in April. Michael and 

Alison hail from the west, received the call 

to ministry while in Leinster with Les and 

Jenny Gaulton, spent four years at Moore 

College and for the last 5 years have been 

ministering in Carnarvon in the Diocese of 

North West Australia.

lindsay and lyn Whybrow from 

Springwood are to move to Hillston as Co-

Workers, and under guidance from Bishop 

Doug Stevens will undertake some ministry 

in town; Lyn will also do some SRE in the 

local School. 

robert and Jenny 
stubbs also from 

Springwood are 

lining up for some 

short term work in 

western NSW as 

Co-Workers. Robert and Jenny are looking 

to link their current ministries and work in 

Anglican schools in Penrith with the need to 

supply ministry in the West Darling area. 

Continued over

Neville Naden

The Stuarts

Lyndsay and Lyn Whybrow

Robert�
and�Jenny�
Stubbs

Chris Thiele
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Post & Rails

coNGrATUlATioNs
To the Johnsons of Newman.  

Liam Johnson was born on 13th November 

2006 to Matthew and Naomi.

To bronwyn, NSW/ACT Regional Office 

who was married to David Dean on 30th 

December last year.

UpDATe
Paul and heather dew; Paul and 

Heather have successfully moved into 

Redfern Parish Diocese of Sydney. Paul 

is currently preparing to undergo follow 

up preventative treatment following his 

prostate cancer operation late 2006.

FAreWell
It was disappointing to hear that myrna 
van burgel has had to discontinue her Co-

Worker position in Newman Youthworker. 

VAcANcies
Roxby Downs and Coober Pedy continue 

to need full time appointments although 

we have been able to arrange some locum 

placements for the months around Easter in 

both parishes. Pray that those of the Lord’s 

choosing will rise to the challenge.

41

• Praise God for a successful kids club and the possibility of a school 
holiday programme. Also, pray for the children that heard the 
message for the first time during the kids club.

• Pray for the possibility of meeting with some high school girls during 
their lunch break through a beading group.

• Pray that we can continue to have Women’s Night and they can be 
well attended with a clear message

Diocese of North Western Australia The Rt Revd David Mulready

“Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.”  Mark 10:14

29 Newman Parish Co-Worker

Mrs Myrna Van Burgel
9 Mindarra Drive,
Newman WA 6753
Email: gmvb@bigpond.net.au

How will my bequest benefit BCA?
Over many years BCA has successfully met the spiritual and physical 

needs of people in the bush. From medical to drought aid, through 

parish based ministries, many have come to accept Jesus as their Lord 

and Saviour. Many are still unaware of the good news of Jesus.

Your gift giving will enable the Gospel to be proclaimed in regional 

and remote communities. Make your money work for the Gospel when 

you have entered the Kingdom.

For more information on making a BCA 

bequest, contact your Regional Office or 

email info@bushchurchaid.com.au

6721_Summer_Prayer.indd   41 10/11/06   4:47:08 PM

Myrna van Burgel 

Liam Johnson

Bronwyn Dean

Paul and Heather Dew



every year, usually around June and July, 

the christ for campers programme reaches 

out to travellers in the caravan parks of 

the fabulous north West of australia. this 

year, activities are planned for caravan 

parks from the Kimberley to carnarvon. 

 We need help to make this happen. In 2007 

the Christ for Campers programme will be 

held:

FirsT hAlF oF JUly: 
BrooMe AND cArNArVoN
secoND hAlF oF JUly:  
DerBy AND eiGhTy Mile BeAch 

Every BCA supporter can do something. 

Please pray for good numbers of helpers, 

good health for all the organisers and 

workers, and that travellers may hear and 

respond to God’s word.

If you know of Christian folk who are 

travelling, please ask them if they could 

be helpers for a week or two at one of the 

camps. Put a note in your church bulletin 

asking for prayer and people for the 

programme.

If this is the year when you plan to visit 

the North West, make your trip special by 

helping to cook breakfasts, inviting campers 

to come to the barbecues and functions, 

helping with setting up, running the events 

and all that has to be done. Can you 

organise a team from your church to come 

with you to help?

Interested? Contact any BCA Regional 

Office for further information, email 

nomads@bushchurchaid.com.au or you can 

download applications to be a BCA Nomad 

at the BCA website:  

www.bushchurchaid.com.au.

MAx Boyley
Nomad Coordinator

NOMADS

Can you help? 

Myrna van Burgel 

Paul and Heather Dew

be Part of this eXciting Programme
Is God calling you to support this important ministry? BCA Nomads are a vital part of 

the success of Christ for Campers. If you think you could help in one or two locations, 

while enjoying Australia’s beautiful North West, phone your Regional Officer or email 

nomads@bushchurchaid.com.au

�1THE REAL AUSTRALIAN
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While You Are At It! Buspa’s Corner
the bible contains many “earthy” 

statements. statements that are not so 

high and lofty we can’t understand them, 

but that are really “down to earth”

Psalm 121 is one of these. We can look to 

the hills that surround us and think of the 

amazing periods of time responsible for 

their formation, and also for their stand 

against weathering – the slow process that 

will eventually cause 

the hills to disappear, 

but not in our lifetime.

Capture the thought 

that “The Lord is our 

shade at our right 

hand.” The heat of 

the sun beats down 

on us, yet to stand in 

the shade of a tree or 

a rock overhang is a 

passive thing for us 

to do – and the protection that is offered is 

almost unobtrusive. The Lord is the active 

one.

And what could be more down to earth 

than the last verse – “The Lord will watch 

over your coming and going both now and 

for evermore.”

Comings and goings. We are always coming 

and going about something every day 

- to the shop, taking children to school, 

washing, cooking. 

And so, I offer some practical things that 

others do as they go about their every day 

comings and goings. 

When hanging washing, or ironing, they say 

a prayer for the person whose clothing they 

are handling. “Thank you Lord that you will 

not slumber in your protection of ‘Jimmy’. 

Thank you Lord that you are the shade at 

the right hand of ‘Jimmy.” Pray for their 

personal needs as you handle their personal 

clothes. As you pass a friend’s home, throw 

a prayer heavenward that may be as simple 

as “I pray for ‘Sheila’.” 

When you drive past a motel that contains 

Gideons’ Bibles, pray 

that God’s Word will 

not return to Him 

void. When watching 

the TV weather map, 

identify a BCA centre 

and pray for its 

people. As an airplane 

passes overhead pray 

for those onboard 

who need to meet 

Jesus in their travels. 

As you come behind a car and caravan on 

the road, pray for those people who may 

even be invited to a Campers for Christ 

programme in the West, or who may visit a 

BCA centre for church.

Pray continually (1 Thess. 5:17). Pray as 

you come and go, and as you go about the 

every day routine things of living.

JohN croNshAW
Buspa

See inside front cover & our catalogue for 
Buspa’s Devotional CD and also the Prayer 
Notes enclosed with this magazine for more 
detail of where BCA folk serve.



Notice Of Annual General Meeting

The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia
For the purpose of adopting the audited accounts of the Society 

for the financial year ended 31st December, 2006 and to elect Councillors
Wednesday 23rd May at 9.30am
Level 7, 37 York Street, Sydney

REGIONAL ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS
queensland & n.nsW

BCA “Annual Muster of Supporters”
Sunday 25th March 2007

12 noon for a light lunch followed by the Meeting - $6 per head
St Andrew’s, Vulture St, South Brisbane

Guest Speaker: Revd Rick Maude (Lightning Ridge)
RSVP for catering purposes 3349 9081 or email : angeline@bushchurchaid.com.au

neW south Wales & act
Thursday 19th April 2007

12 noon followed by a light lunch
Level 7, 37 York Street, Sydney

Guest Speaker: Richard Lanham (BCA Youth Officer–Gigandra)
RSVP for catering purposes 9262 5017 or email : bronwyn@bushchurchaid.com.au

Victoria & tasmania
Saturday 5th May 2007 2.00pm -5.00pm

Ridley College
Refreshments will be served

Guest speaker: Revd Graeme Knott (Croajingolong)
RSVP for catering purposes 9457 7556 or email : victoria@bushchurchaid.com.au

south australia & northern territory
Sunday 29th April 2007 St Chad’s Fullarton

Light lunch - 1pm and AGM - 2pm
Guest Speaker : Revd Dr Joy Sandefur (Nungalinya)

Afternoon tea at 3.30pm
RSVP for catering purposes 8231 7060 or email : sa@bushchurchaid.com.au

Western australia
Saturday 28th April 2007 St Lukes Anglican Church

Cnr. Rowlands & George Streets, Maylands
AGM & Annual Supporters Luncheon $15 per person

Guest Speaker: WA Field Staff Family 
RSVP for catering purposes to 1300 554025 or email wa@bushchurchaid.com.au

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN ��
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“come to stay” 

as bca’s ministry throughout australia 

continues to grow, it is of interest to read 

of the blessings on the newly formed 

society noted in its first annual report 

for 1920. the report closed with words of 

determination, thankfulness and hope and 

are quoted from the real australian of 

30th april 1921 as below.

“Such then are the details in a general 

review of our affairs. We close with these 

notes: Determination, The BCA Society 

has come to stay. We have undertaken a 

work, which has not yet been attempted 

by others, and we reckon that in dealing 

with the big Home Mission problem of 

Australia the work of the Society must not 

be overlooked by the powers that be. The 

Society has justified itself. It meets a need 

and as long as the need exists we shall 

continue.

Thankfulness and Hope,–People in the 

cities and suburbs have followed our lead 

and have clearly shown their willingness to 

render substantial support. From various 

and unexpected quarters in the States has 

help been received. We go on, big things 

await the doing, and by the grace of our 

God we shall do them.”

May BCA continue to extend its spiritual 

ministry to the isolated areas, the regional 

areas and the islands of Australia with that 

same faith and courage as expressed in the 

Society’s first Annual Report in 1921. May 

each one of us also give the prayer and 

practical support required to enable this 

growth of ministry to continue.

cleM kirkBy
Archivist

From The Archives
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Op Shop Find

one very thoughtful supporter found an envelope, postmarked 1938 and some early 

postcards of cook hospital & bca’s first plane Vh-aaa.  We are very grateful!

cleM kirkBy   Archivist

We apologise to any supporters who may have received unwanted mail from BCA or 
who requested a change of address which may not yet have been acted upon.   We had 
difficulties with Australia Post holding our returned mail, which meant we were unaware 
of changes before subsequent mailings.  Robyn Williams   Administration



Expressions of interest are being sought from anyone interested in joining the following tours. 
Please contact your regional office for brochures and to register.

�� AUTUMN 2007

All tours include major sightseeing opportunities and visit BCA Field Staff. They offer 

a high standard of coach touring holidays with Fantastic Aussie Tours who have been 

operating the BCA Tour programme for over 30 years.

Bca Touring Dates For 2007

Central Australia & the Outback (5507)
ex Brisbane Sunday 28th May - 19th June

Outback NSW and Victoria (9107)
Ex Sydney Thursday 13th September – 24th September

neW south Wales office

 
Banjo Paterson Tour (8407)
ex Darwin Wednesday 15th August - Sydney 28th August

neW south Wales office

Perth – Darwin West Coast Tour (7507)  
ex Perth Wednesday 25th July – ( Darwin) 15th August

adelaide office

brisbane office



BCA Touring Special Mailout
Would you like to be one of the first to know of about planned bca tours? 

If you would like to receive promotional material on any future tours, please fill out the coupon 

below to have your name specifically notated on our database.

Supporter No._________(can be found above your name on back cover of the magazine)

I would like to receive notification of planned BCA tours.

Name:______________________________________________________________

Street_______________________________ _______________________________

Suburb____________________________________________Postcode__________ 

THE REAL AUSTRALIAN ��

As the author and publisher 

of “Handprints of the 
Creator” and the “Heart 
Beat” Prayer Card Series,

Peter Nicholls shares his 

story:

I always find photography a 

fascinating field. Photos not only capture 

moments in time but additionally serve to 

reveal many insights into the work of the 

Original Artist. 

Having spent the past four years working 

as a Landscape Photographer now, 

I’ve been blessed in also being able to 

incorporate aspects of my faith into my 

practice.

To be out on location at various times is a 

privilege in knowing that God is guiding 

me to take the right shot. 

Also in choosing appropriate 

Scripture for my images, 

means relying on His Spirit to 

highlight the relevant verses. 

It’s been my chief desire 

in recent years to see the 

Photographic / Publishing work I do used 

as a Ministry for the encouragement of 

those who might be blessed through it.

Should you have any feedback on the 

cards or books which I’ve produced, feel 

free to drop me a line at:  

mail@peternicholls.com.au 

peTer Nicholls

Peter Nicholls
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 cards

bca 009 Real Australia Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

bca 011 Bygone Days Greeting Cards Pack 6 $7.70

 music   

bca 223 A Very Very Very Big God Emu $19.95

bca 219 Meet the King Emu $19.95

bca 205 Outrageous Praise 2 CD set $33.00

bca 206 Outrageous Praise Songbook $16.50

bca 222 We are His People Emu $29.95

bca 207 You Alone - Emu Live Emu $29.95

bca 210 10,9,8 God is Great Buchanan $24.95

bca 221 Jesus Rocks the World Buchanan $24.95

bca 224 Sing 2 Jesus Sandra Marscham $20.00

bca 226 Moving Devotions with Buspa Dreamswork $25.00

 books

bca 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust Kerry Medway $14.95

bca 117 Desperate Kerry Medway $14.95

bca 103 Bush Parson Leon Morris $10.00

bca 101 The Meaning of Life Jeanette Fogarty $12.00

bca 111 Fox Tales from Far Flung Places Barbara Fox $16.50

bca 106 There are Flowers in the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

gift catalogue
bush Preacher bites the dust
An old BCA favourite by author Kerry Medway, who 
served with BCA at Coober Pedy

bca 108 Bush Preacher Bites the Dust  $14.95

credible Witness
Cronshaw’s research has a freshness and his 
presentation a vigor that latches with modern 
missionary methodology.

bca 120 Companions, prophets, hosts and other 

Australian mission models by Darren Cronshaw $25.00

“A personal and perceptive overview which weaves together the past and present to give an

authentic picture of Christian mission in Australia. Credible Witness is an inspiring read and an

insightful analysis for creative thinking and practice. I highly recommend it.”— TIM COSTELLOWorld Vision Australia“A thought-provoking and welcome addition to the discussion on the unique aspects of

Australian spirituality and church. For too long Australian Christians have displayed ‘cultural

cringe’ in the assumption that other western countries offer a purer form of the Kingdom of God

in their history and missiological practice. This book is an indication that Australian Christianity

is coming of age.”

— CHERYL CATFORDPrincipal, Tabor College Melbourne.“Darren Cronshaw has done us a great service in tracking the ‘types’ of Christian spirituality

that have exerted an influence over the religious landscape of this country. He brings both a sense

of objective scholarship to the subject, as well as the passionate heart of an Australian missionary.

He has done a superb job, and by doing so has debunked the myth that Australia is a godless,

irreligious society with little taste for the Christian message.His assertion is that we have a long history of effective Christian spirituality in this country that

can provide for us way-markers for the future shape of mission in this country. He is not naïve

about the failings of Christian mission in the past, but helps to rehabilitate these missional types

for the positive lessons we can learn from them.
This is far from a secular society, but that doesn’t mean it is a society close to Christian revival

or to a wholesale return to church attendance. Rather, it is a society still open to and ready for an

expression of the Christian faith that sounds and feels indigenous to Australian soil and which is

rich in integrity, justice, love and peace. I trust that this book fills you with courage, ingenuity,

passion and creativity for the journey that is before us – the continuation of a credible witness to

the claims of Christ to all Australians.”
— MICHAEL FROSTMorling College, Sydney

Darren Cronshaw is husband to Jenni, Dad to three children, partner at
Connection Community, lover of good books and movies, and student
of mission and Australian culture. Darren has been a Baptist
missionary and pastor, and has studied and taught with Bible College
of Victoria, Whitley College, Tabor College (Melbourne) and FORGE
Mission Training Network.

UNOH Publications exists to invite, inspire and inform moreradical responses to Jesus among the poor. It is thepublishing arm of the Urban Neighbours Of Hope community(www.unoh.org) which serves Jesus amongst the urban poor
in Melbourne, Bangkok and Sydney.

UNOH Publications: www.unoh.org. Layout: Geoff Alves. Cover design: Nick Wight www.unoh.org

COMPANIONS, PROPHETS, HOSTS &OTHER AUSTRALIAN MISSION MODELSDARREN CRONSHAW
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 books 

bca 107 After the Desert Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 114 Unequally Yoked Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 112 The Last Lessons Audrey Aspeling $15.00

bca 114 Set of 4 Audrey Aspeling Books Save $10.00 $49.95

bca 124 Handprints of the Creator Peter Nicholls $9.95

bca 120  Credible Witness Darren Cronshaw $25.00

 childrens books

bca 102 Jungle Doctor Comic Books - set of 12 Dr Paul White $15.00

 self help & educational

bca 125 Tibby Briar - Her Story Phyllis Collie $4.00

bca 123 Good Grief - Bad Time Terrence C.T. Tung-Yep $18.00

bca 116 Faith & New Frontiers Brian Underwood $22.00

bca 122 Aboriginal Stereotypes Alan Rogers $8.00

bca 121 White Fella Culture A must for Nomads $8.00

 gift ideas

bca 010 BCA Tie  $25.00

bca 012 BCA Pewter Key Ring  $5.00

bca 013 BCA Teatowel  $8.00

bca 014 BCA Goldtone Pen (refillable) $7.50

bca 126 Heart Beat Prayer Cards set of 5  $5.50

bca refillable goldtone Pen

bca 014  $7.50

neW!

heartbeat Prayers
Prayer Postcards with photography frm Peter Nicholls 
who bought us “Handprints of the Creator” (BCA 124)

bca 126 5 Postcards per pack  $5.50
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bca code descriPtion quantity $ total

sUB-ToTAl

plUs postage and handling charges–$5.50 per order

ToTAl

my cheque/money order is attached for  

Please debit my:

 Bankcard Mastercard Visacard American Express

      expires on

Name on credit card Signature

	

 $

 $

Please complete this merchandise order form
Your gift buying helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address       

     postcode

email     telephone

Supporter No. (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask that you include $5.50 per 
delivery address. We can also include a gift card should you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

real australian gift order form



THE REAL AUSTRALIAN �1

i would like to receive: 

i would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order        Credit card–please complete details below

 Bankcard  Mastercard  Visacard  American Express

Name on credit card ________________________________________________

Credit card No

Expires on _________ Signature ______________________________________

Personal details 
Revd/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms (initials)  surname

address

  postcode

email  telephone

Supporter No. (if available)	 	

response form

	 	the real australian magazine & 
Prayer notes

 the real australian magazine
  a money box for my donations

  Information about how I can 
support bca through my Will

  Information on how I can  
donate shares to bca

i would like to support ministry in one of the following three ways: 

2. i wish to make a regular donation  

 Monthly  Quarterly  6 Monthly  Annually 

 By Direct Debit from my account From my credit card 

An authorisation form will be sent to you for completion

3. Donations can be made directly to our bank account using your Supporter number 
as a reference (or for anonymous donations–the reference ANON followed by the first 
letter of your State). 
Our Bank details are : Westpac bsb 032 008  account 000706

$1. my donation of                         to bca’s ministry – general funds
 Please tick here if you need your donation to be placed in a DGR fund
 (Tax deductible–Kirkby Trust; Medical; Outback Education; BCA’s preference)
 My merchandise Order form is attached 
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